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KEEP IT

Tankoa’s 50-metre Olokun may be the third in a
series, but a bold, original design approach makes
her a true individual. Risa Merl explores her
minimalist interior and clever customisations
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€ La pagina web sta consumando una quantita significativa di energia. Se la chiudi, le prestazioni del Mac potrebbero migliorare.

“IDONTUNDERSTAND WHY PEOPLE PUT
SO MUCH STUFF INSIDE BOATS,”

muses Dio Rodriguez, head of design studio and furniture maker Casa Dio and
interior designer for the 50-metre Tankoa yacht Olokun. Much like the Coco
Chanel adage that “it’s always better to be underdressed”, Rodriguez subscribes
to the idea that less is more. This is abundantly apparent in Olokun’s minimalist
interior that pairs white furniture and carpets with open-grain oak floors and
ceilings and jet-black walls. Certainly a rarity in yacht interiors, the black oak
walls that clad the living areas and guest cabins mean the eye is drawn instead to
the blue sea beyond the windows.

Olokun is the third hull using Tankoa’s S5o1 series platform, but her stark interior
and gleaming black and silver exterior paint make her stand out from her
predecessors, Vertige and Bintador. Francesco Paszkowski designed the Ssor series,
creating a contemporary exterior with a vertical bow, imposing stern and compact
superstructure. There is a good balance between the deck overhangs and vertical
lines, while geometric windows give the feeling of movement. Hull No 1, Vertige,
was launched in 2017 and has proven herself a successful charter yacht. Bintador
won the category of Displacement Motor Yachts Below 499GT (40 metres and

above) in the World Superyacht Awards 2020, and has been
used extensively and privately by her owner. The Ssor
series comes with either traditional or hybrid propulsion,
the latter of which was chosen for Bintador and hull No 4,
which has already been sold and will be delivered next year.

Olokun was started on spec by the Italian yard and was
halfway complete when the owner arrived on the scene,
introduced by broker Fernando Nicholson of Camper &
Nicholson’s Miami office. “The client and owner’s rep
[Rodriguez] liked the design and style, and liked that they
didn’t have to wait for two years for delivery, so they came
to visit the yard to see what they could and couldn’t do,”
says Giuseppe Mazza, Tankoa's sales and marketing
manager. “They wanted a completely different feel and
colour scheme in the interior.”

Usually, Tankoa would suggest Margherita Casprini, part
of Paszkowski's design team, for the interior. “But when you
have a client who comes with his own interior decorator,
they know what they want,” says Mazza, “which, from our
side, is cool - we saved time because they were decisive.”

Rodriguez served as both designer and owner’s rep for
the project. Having worked with Olokun’s owner for a
decade on various projects - from houses and yachts to
planes - he knows this client well. The private jet he also P —
designed for the owner has a very similar style to Olokun’s. important element of Tankoa’s brief to

“We have 100 per cent compatible energy, so we have fun,” . Francesco Paszkowski for the S501 series.
. « h 2 That means ol fresco sundeck bars, huge
says Rodriguez. “If I don’t have fun, I would rather not foredeck spoces and wide side decks
take on a project.” -
His Casa Dio studio is based in Miami's Design District

and there is also a showroom in London. Primarily a

furniture maker, Casa Dio has embarked on a multi-million
dollar, multi-year plan to expand the studio’s design
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PAINT IT BLACK

Olokun’s black walls were chosen to make the sea the
undisputed focal point while on board, says designer Dio
Rodriguez of Casa Dio. “All the peculiarities of this
project are based on love and respect for nature, which
was always the main element,” says Rodriguez. "My
favourite place on the yacht is the transition from the
main [aft] deck to the main saloon, where the black walls
disappear, leaving the windows free for the view of the
sea.” To avoid stealing the spotlight from the colours
outdoors, Rodriguez chose a gentle white from Loro
Piana in all the upholstered furniture.

The owner wanted Olokun to stand out in harbour as
well, so along with the black interior walls her hull is also
painted in this dark hue, paired with a silver superstructure.
Black exterior paint leads to its own challenges. It’s easier
to see dirt or damage on black paint and it conducts heat
much more than a white hull - working an air-conditioning
system overtime. To mitigate the latter, Tankoa chose the
latest heat-reducing black paint from Awlgrip, which cuts
down on heat by seven or eight degrees.

The yacht's exterior designer appreciates the owner’s
choice for a bold exterior paint job that sets her apart
from her white-hulled sisters. "It makes her unique and
remarkable from far away,” says Francesco Paszkowski.

“The clean shape of the yacht stands out amazingly well.”

boatinternational.com

Olokun stands out with her black hull and metallic grey superstructure. Dark hulls can overheat, so Tankoa used the most high-performance coatings available to reduce the temperature of the hull
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Japanese design, with its clean lines and
emphasis on simplicity, is a huge influence on
Olokun’s designer, Dio Rodriguez of Casa Dio.

The main deck oft (above) is a good example

the hull and superstructure, black and grey dominate the decor of the foredeck seating area (above left) and the sundeck with its spa pool forward and covered bar and seating (above)

boatinternational.com

offerings. This includes commercial, residential and yacht interior design.
While Casa Dio has done various yacht interior refits, Olokun is
its first new build. It’s also both the designer’s and owner's largest
yacht project to date. The owner is a yachting enthusiast who owned a
46-metre before this. While Olokun is the third boat Rodriguez has
designed for this particular client, it’s the first where he has had so much
leeway on the design.

Shipyards are sometimes wary of residential designers who come to
yachts with a newfangled approach to design that doesn't suit life on the
water, but Mazza says this was not the case with Casa Dio. “Fortunately for
us, Dio is an experienced yachtsmen himself and knows what he’s talking
about when it comes to boats, so he never requested things that would only
work on land,” says Mazza. “The owner and designer knew exactly what
they wanted, but everything was reasonable for a yacht.” Rodriguez is
indeed a boat lover and spends two months of every summer on the French
Riviera with friends.

Chanel also famously said, “Before you leave the house, look in the mirror
and take one thing off,” and the art of subtraction is exactly where Rodriguez
and his team started when they took on the project. He removed all the
layered window treatments and many of the built-in furniture pieces and
chose new materials for the stairway. “The client and I both felt it must
look different from the first two [yachts in the series],” says Rodriguez. “[The
owner] liked the possibilities the boat presented, but it needed changes.”
The owner’s brief also called for a change in the main deck layout and the
function of the beach club, and having a good-sized hammam was a priority.

Tankoa considers itself a boutique yard capable of a high level of
customisation, even to projects initiated on spec. “We only do two yachts
per year, so we can achieve things that others can’t,” says Mazza. Thus the
yard was game for the gauntlet thrown down by the client and his designer.
Challenges included reconfiguring the layout and cutting metal in the main
deck bulkheads. The owner requested that the main deck VIP cabin be
connected to the owner’s cabin, so the yard had to cut the metal of the
bulkhead and redo all of the completed wiring around that area, which took
atleast an extra two weeks.

These changes created a massive owner’s suite. Just aft of the master, the
VIP has two sofas, a bed, desk and en suite, so it can be used as an office or
an extra bedroom. The master itself has a bed on the centreline and a
his-and-hers bathroom forward, finished in white Calacatta marble. Tankoa
always proposes for the owner’s cabin to have foldable terraces, and in the
case of Olokun they opted for one on each side, complemented by opening
windows to let the breeze through. The master is a darkened cocoon, with
black ceilings and floors contrasted with a white headboard and linens on
the bed, and light oak furniture.

Olokun’s interior decor is minimal with clean lines, no frills and a high
contrast between black, oak and bright white soft goods. Rodriguez was
inspired by Japanese design, “the simplicity, along with its discretion in its
colours, shapes and structure”, he says. “I wanted to achieve clarity through
the elimination of the non- ial, leaving only the essential.”

Casa Dio designed all the custom-made indoor and outdoor furniture for
the yacht. Though minimalist in appearance, the furniture and interiors
were designed with comfortin mind, and what Rodriguez finds comfortable
and calming at the moment is a subdued colour scheme of charcoal and
black mixed with open-grain natural oak and smooth, honed stone.
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“WE ONLY DO TWO YACHTS PER YEAR, SO WE CAN
ACHIEVE THINGS THAT OTHERS CAN'T.” THUS THE
YARD WAS GAME FOR THE GAUNTLET THROWN

DOWN BYTHE CLIENT AND HIS DESIGNER




“ITWANTED TO ACHIEVE CLARITY THROUGH THE ELIMINATION
OF THE NON-ESSENTIAL, LEAVING ONLY THE ESSENTIAL”

Beside the hardwood ceilings, one of P

the major differences to the previous

$507s is that the dining room on Olokun
ipper deck, giving room for
han averoge main saloon




The beach club transom folds out to
create a wide swim platform, which
can be adorned with plush grey
chaises shaded by black umbrellas
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Paszkowski, meanwhile, says he met the yard’s brief for “outdoor
entertaining spaces as large and as comfortable as possible on every deck,
with an interior that preserves its purpose of offering shelter without losing
its connection to the sea”. To achieve the latter, gunwales on the main deck
were lowered to allow for panoramic views when guests are seated in the
main saloon, where white sofas are paired with Casa Dio Makotto coffee
tables made from Calacatta stone with strong black veins.

Throughout Olokun, the dark walls are balanced with white Loro Piana
soft goods, with cashmere throws, wool and cashmere rugs and interior
furniture fabrics in Loro Piana’s “absolute white” twill. The walls won’t stay
blank for long, as the owner has a curated collection of art specifically for
this project that has yet to be installed. What won’t be joining the art,
however, is the distraction of any televisions - there are none in the shared
living spaces or the owner’s cabin. “The owner doesn't like televisions, so
you don’t have them in the yacht except in the guest cabins,” says Mazza.
“He said, ‘When I'm on board, I want to enjoy the yacht and go swimming.
I'm not going to stay inside and look at a TV.” The bridge deck also forgoes
an upper saloon-cum-cinema layout, as is popular on many yachts today.
Instead, aft of the bridge is a black-walled formal dining room that opens
out onto an even larger dining table of the aft bridge deck.

But the owner’s cabin, main saloon and upper deck saloon all have wiring
for televisions to be installed in the future. Tankoa pushed for this sort of
future-proofing that would prime Olokun for easy resale or to be used for
charter one day. A good example of this can be seen on the lower deck. The
owner travels with his own 15-metre chase boat and has no intention to use
this space as a garage. So rather than creating a dual-purpose garage/beach
club as on previous Ssor yachts, Olokun’s garage is outfitted purely as a
luxury space clad in teak. But hidden behind the wood are the foundations
for a functional garage, with a crane as well as a cradle for a seven-metre
nder. “The client wanted a larger beach club, but we told them to think
tresale - you won'tsell the boat if you don’t have a garage,” says Mazza.

A subdued colour scheme of charcoal
and black mixed with open-grain natural
oak and smooth, honed stone lends a
calming effect to the interior spaces




The transom of the beach club folds out to create a wide swim platform,
which can be adorned with plush grey chaises shaded by black umbrellas.
The beach club is complemented by other grand areas for outdoor
entertaining on board, such as the large forward bow lounge and the
sundeck with a spa pool, bar and table for al fresco dining.

Because of Covid-19 and travel rules changing day by day, the owner
didn’t come to the yard as often as he might have. The lack of yard visits was
made up for with plenty of Zoom tours, as well as meetings in London,
where Casa Dio has an office, when it was allowed. Unfortunately, the
owner couldn’t even make Olokun’s launch but he was “extremely thrilled”
tosee the final product, says Rodriguez. “It was truly a wonderful experience
watching his reaction. Getting to watch the emotions of the owner seeing
this project come to life after an entire design process is one of the main
reasons why I enjoy what I do.” Olokun’s owners will spend their first season
in the Med, then the yacht will likely go to Florida and the Caribbean for
the winter season. One can imagine how the black walls will perfectly frame
the brilliant blue waters of these lower-latitude cruising grounds.

Mazza is satisfied that Tankoa was able to do something completely
different with Olokun. “The interior design is very particular; some people
like it a lot, while other people say it’s too clean,” says Mazza. As for the
“particular” interior, Rodriguez makes absolutely no apologies. This isn’ta
boat meant to appeal to the masses, but to suit the tastes of her owner alone.
“So many boats are cut and paste. Do you want someone else’s taste or do
you want something made just for you?” o

boatinternational.com

THOUGH MINIMALIST IN APPEARANCE, THE FURNITURE AND

INTERIORS WERE DESIGNED WITH COMFORT IN MIND

Black ceilings and walls in the master
are offset by white fabrics and light oak
furniture. The lans %o install art
from his n on board, so the
black walls won't stay blank forever
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Olokun

Sundeck

Openable
sections in the
hardtop allow
guests to enjoy
the sun

b
?

Upper deck

Dining op
abound with
indoor and
outdoor tables
on the upper
deck
— 10m
L— 5m
L_ Om
LOA 49.99m Engines
LWL 48.49m 2x2,000hp
MTU 8V 4000 M54R
Beam 9.4m

Speed (max/cruise)
Draught 2.21m 18/15 knots
Displacement

Range at 11 knots
381 tonnes

4,000nm

Generators

2 x 125kW Kohler
Fuel capacity
65,000 litres

Freshwater capacity
16,600 litres

The master
suite includes
a study that
can be used
as a VIP cabin

Owners/guests 10
Crew/staff S

Fold-down
\\ terraces connect
the owner’s cabin
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Lower deck

Olokun runs
\ with its own
\ \ chase boat,
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on board
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Naval architecture
Studio Francesco
Rogantin/Tankoa Yachts

Construction

Aluminium hull and

Exterior design

superstructure
Design
Classification
Lloyd's Interior design
Casa Dio

Francesco Paszkowski

\JIm
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Builder/Year
Tankoa Yachts/
2020 Italy

+39 010 8991100
info@tankoa.com
tankoa.it
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